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Writ reveals NF man as author of 
‘Did Six Million Really Die’ 


ieee SPS 204 2° > 00405 
wee indorsed IN T 
Simon HE HIGH COURT OF yuSTICE 19-y Ko 
(Untguidated CHANCERY Division 
(0.6,r.1) [Group g ] 
P---- _. 
——- ~Bistriet Registry] ( ’ a 
eo, Between 
er oo . Bos RICHARD 
& an HUGH VERRALL piaintits 
ft aie. \ 
t. (itera ~ 
EN i 


AND 


Trading As THE HISTOR 
(1) Insert n T REVIEW £,RESS ae 
: ame. © the Defendant () ALAN HANCOCK T ie Defendant 
(2) Insert address. of (?) 20 Lower Rock Gardens, Beigua 4. HISTORICAL REVIEW PRESS 
’ sex. 


statement or clam 


jes cold by the 
The Plaintiffs claim is for (1) An account of all cop 


i oe llion 
titled "Did Six Mi : 

_ 1982 of a work en a" of which 
petenday’ D toter be ence as "Six Million Lost eOubLisher, whether 
Really C1 oe the author and the ve en so owins territories; 
the Plaintifi is r indirect in the +0 manny, prence, 
such sales were t die ited States of A ee eee ray’ Sweden 
the See eee italy, South Africa, South Am ’ | 
Holland, Beigil, 


and Denmark. 


Inside: 
British police hunt 3rd German suspect; 
Synagogue bomber returns; fighting racism 
in the N. West; computer surveillance exposed 
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Editorial 


The proof at last? 


This month we are able to offer the final proof that Richard Harwood, author of 
the infamous ‘Did Six Million Really Die?’ is, in fact, Richard Verrall, once a 
leading member of the National Front. Searchlight first claimed that Harwood 
and Verrall were one and the same man back in 1978, by showing that their 
signatures were identical. This was disputed by Verrall, but he never issued 
Searchlight with a libel writ. 

However, in September 1982, Verrall issued a writ against Alan Hancock, who 
published the pamphlet, because he had clearly never received any royalties. 

The significance of this latest evidence is that any remaining doubt about the 
true intentions of the National Front, both then and now, can be dispelled. In the 
70s it was crucial for them to conceal their nazi politics from all but their own 
members; by revealing that one of their leading members had written a highly 
anti-semitic and revisionist pamphlet, the anti-fascist movement was able to 
expose the NF’s real politics. 

But however convinced we were that ‘Did Six Million Really Die’ was a Front 
publication, the lack of substantial proof has continued to worry libel lawyers. 
Writers, journalists and publishers need no longer have the same reserve, and the 
participation of the National Front in the revisionist campaign as far back as 1974 
when the pamphlet was written, can be charted without hesitation. 

The writ also points to other aspects of the far right’s propaganda ‘machine’. 
Copies of Verrall’s pamphlet were published in several other languages and 
distributed in Europe, South America, South Africa and the United States. This 
proves the long-standing international contacts developed by the Hancock 
family’s publishing set-up, and to the international nature of the revisionist 
campaign itself. 


Copies of Verrall’s pamphlet were printed in several languages. 


Italian police 
prepare 
case against 
NAR 


LUCIANO Petrone, held in London 
by anti-terrorist police in January, is 
still remanded in police custody while 
the Italian authorities prepare their 
case against him. 

A leading member of NAR (Armed 
Revolutionary Nuclei), Petrone is accused 
of killing two Rome police officers last 
June, and of masterminding the Marbella, 
Spain, bank robbery at Christmas. Two- 
thirds of the £10 million stolen at Marbella 
is still unrecovered, and it is thought that it 
may have been bought to Britain by 
Petrone. 

The Rome murders occurred on 7 June. 
A police patrol stopped a car carrying 
three men near the Flamino Stadium. They 
produced weapons and the police officers 
were forced to kneel before being shot 
through the nape of the neck. The names of 
the suspected killers were given to police by 
Walter Sordi, a fascist arrested shortly 
afterwards. 

Petrone had already fled to Spain after 
a series of armed robberies carried out by 
the ‘Cavallini gang’. This NAR cell 
included the TV childstar Guisva Fioravanti 
and his brother Cristiano, Gilberto Vale, 
Giorgio Cavallini, Francesco Mambro, 
Pasquale Belsito, Stefano Soderini, and 
Roberto Rao. 


Like Petrone, the two German terrorists 
arrested at the home of Ian Souter 
Clarence are also remanded in police 
custody while charges are prepared 
against them. But Searchlight has 
established that one of them has been to 
Britain on previous occasions. 

Two years ago, a Searchlight reporter 
applied to attend one of Clarence’s 
training courses. His application was 
followed by a visit from a Mr Henderson 
who acted as Clarence’s lieutenant in 
London. He wanted to know our 
reporter’s political affiliation, and 
seemed satisfied when told he was a 
member of the NF Constitutional 
Movement. Henderson told him that 
most of the people attending the camp in 
Dorset would be from the extreme right. 

Further enquiries revealed that 
Henderson was the court keeper at 
Greenwich magistrates’ court. When 
interviewed recently by Searchlight 
following the arrest of Walthar Kexel 
and Ulrich Tillman, he admitted that he 
had met Tillman twice at Clarence’s 
home more than two years ago. He now 


WANTED 


BRITISH police are searching for a 
third German nazi terrorist who 
eluded them when they raided lan 
Souter Clarence’s Dorset home in 
February. 

The man is Odfried Hepp, another of 
the Frankfurt group to which Kexel and 
Tillman belonged. All three were being 
safehoused by Clarence at his house in 
Overbury Road, Parkstone, near Poole. 
Hepp, however, was away from the 
house when police burst in. 

He is believed to be still in this country, 
and is quite possibly being sheltered by 
other British nazis. He is known to have 
been in Paris with Kexel when the 
Rosenberg restaurant was attacked last 
year. 


In Spain, Petrone is said to have master- 
minded the robbery at Andalusia de 
Marbella, in a raid carried out by Silvano 
and Massimo Zito, Giorgio Pinca, two 
Frenchmen and a Yugoslav. The Zitos’ 
father, Rodolfo Zito, is also thought to 
have been involved and may now be in 
Switzerland. After breaking into the vault 
they emptied safe deposit boxes of cash and 
jewellery worth £10 million, but were 
filmed on close circuit security cameras in 
the process and later identified. 


Quickly confessed 


Pinca and the Zito brothers were 
subsequently arrested in Rome and about a 
third of the proceeds of the robbery was 
recovered. Pinca quickly confessed 


Exposed: Terrorist’s previous visits to Dorset 


denies, however, that he had any 
political involvement with Clarence, and 
insists that he only became involved 
through a boys’ adventure scheme, the 
South East London Adventure Club, 
which he ran. He claims to have made 
three visits to Clarence in Dorset, in late 


Odfried Hepp 


everything, and when police arrested Fabio 
Zito’s fiancée in Spain soon afterwards she 
confirmed that Petrone was holed-up in 
London. He was run to ground after 
registering at a hotel using the name 
Stefano Sbordini. Sbordini is a well-known 
right-wing extremist who has on several 
occasions reported the ‘disappearance’ of 
personal documents to the police. 

Another close associate of Petrone was 
Gabriele Adinolfi, a former leader of the 
nazi Third Position group. Other Third 
Position leaders, like Aldo Semerari and 
Paulo Signorelli, have also been implicated 
in terrorist offences and Roberto Fiore, one 
of the NAR cell detained in London last 
year had been a prominent Third Position 
member. 


1979 and early 1980, on the last two 
occasions taking boys for training 
weekends. He stopped, he says, when it 
became expensive, and when Clarence 
began “running the lads into the 
ground’’. Nevertheless, Clarence visited 
him in London only six months ago. 


German nazis to face bomb charges 


Meanwhile, West German police are 
preparing their case against Kexel and 
Tillman, both former VBSD and 
Hoffman Group members. 

They are expected to be charged with a 
drastic spate of bombings last November 
and December, aimed at American military 
personnel in Hesse, West Germany. The 
most dramatic of these, all of which were 
initially blamed on the far left 
‘revolutionary cells’, was a bomb left in the 
underground car park of an apartment 
block housing 800 people at Eschborn, near 
Frankfurt, on 14 November. It was 
discovered and defused before exploding. 
On 14 and 15 December, American army 


cars were booby trapped at Butzbach, 
Fechenheim and Darmstadt. Two of these 
exploded, seriously injuring the drivers. 

Only days before the arrest of Kexel and 
Tillman, Frankfurt police had detained 
other members of the gang in raids on 
apartments in the city. Arrested were Hans 
Peter Fraas (20), Dieter Sporleder (22), and 
Helge-Karl-Nulfe Blasche (40). 

French police also want to question Kexel 
about the attack last year on the 
Goldenberg restaurant in Paris. It is known 
that he was in the city when the attack took 
place, and he bears a strong resemblance to 
identikit pictures of one of the attackers 
constructed by witnesses. 


“| PROPOSE passing a sentence of 
imprisonment which will allow you 
all to be released on Thursday... | 
hope you will take advantage of 


the festival of Easter to come 
under an influence very different 
from that which caused you to 
commit these offences’”’. 


With these words a London judge in 1966 
turned loose a group of young nazis who 
had been convicted of burning down 
synagogues. All of them, the court had 
been told, were duly penitent and deeply 
regretted what they had done. 


# 


The synagogue bombers of 1966. Thorn 


attacks. Other members of the group were 
Hugh Hughes, Michael Trowbridge, John 
Evans and Raymond Hemsworth. Hughes, 
nicknamed ‘the mad bomber’ by his NSM 
associates, had already been sentenced to 
five years the previous February when the 
first group was convicted. 

The arson attacks began at the 
Brondesbury synagogue in March 1965. 
Trowbridge and Hughes broke in and set 
the fire while Thorne and Evans kept 
watch. Later that night Thorne returned to 
the blazing building to admire their 
handiwork. This set a pattern for attacks 
which was to last until the arrest of these 
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s on the right of Francoise Dior, face partially 


hidden. On Dior’s right, with raincoat, is Colin Jordan. 


One of the accused was 20-year-old 
David Thorne. Giving evidence of Thorne’s 
contrition, Detective Inspector Albert 
Wickstead told the court that Thorne’s ego 
had been played upon by Colin Jordan’s 
National Socialist Movement, ‘‘but I 
cannot see him entertaining any more of 
these ideas’’. 

But, 17 years on, David Thorne is once 
again back in the national socialist harness, 
and is active in the League of St George and 
the National Socialist Workers’ Initiative. 

In 1965 London was the scene of a spate 
of arson attacks on synagogues. It later 
became clear that two groups of NSM 
members had been responsible, with 
Thorne’s group carrying out seven separate 


Thorne’s letter to the NSM in the early 60s. 
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and other NSM members in January 1966. 

Questioned by Detective Inspector 
Wickstead, Thorne co-operated fully in 
providing information about others 
involved in the attacks, but denied that they 
had set fire to the Casenove Road Jewish 
theological college in which two young boys 
died. This fire took place on 11 November 
1964 — the anniversary of Hitler’s ‘Crystal 
Night’ attack on German Jews. 

Evans and Hemsworth both testified that 
they had been encouraged to set the fires by 
NSM leaders. In a statement Evans said, 
“Tf it was not for Colin Jordan and his wife 
I would never have done these things. Mrs 
Jordan always encouraged us to do the 
burnings”’. 

Mrs Jordan was Francoise Dior, niece of 
Christian Dior. 

Hemsworth’s statement said, ‘‘Mrs 
Jordan told us how good it was when a 
synagogue was burning. I believed her and 
asked to go on a burning’’. 

Thorne told Wickstead that Jordan’s 
wife had presented him with a copy of Mein 
Kampf to mark his services to the NSM. 
Even now, Thorne proudly shows the same 
book to visitors to his home (called 
Konigsburg) in Cromwell Road, Saffron 
Walden. It is inscribed ‘‘To Mr Thorne, 
one of our best and most devoted members 
in the inspiration of our immortal fuhrer’’. 

Until recently Thorne has been acting as 
International Liaison Officer for the 
League of St George. Although he has now 
resigned the post he still writes for the 
League’s magazine League Review. Much 
of his activity, however, is now devoted to 
the National Socialist Workers Initiative, 


the new British chapter of the World Union 
of National Socialists run from London by 
Charles Hanson. In the 1960s Colin 
Jordan’s NSM was the British chapter of 
WUNS. Clearly the judge’s hope that 
Thorne was free of the influences which led 
him to burn down synagogues was sadly 
misplaced. 

Thorne is part of a small caucus which is 
attempting to prompt the extreme right in a 
new political direction. With Hanson, Chris 
Radford and others, he is committed to 
forms of activism which have traditionally 
been the preserve of the left. They support, 
for instance, nuclear disarmament and are 
preoccupied with ecological issues. In these 
respects they have much in common with 
the Italian terrorists of the Third Position, 
and with German neo-nazis like Walthar 
Kexel’s Frankfurt-based Sturm 7, who have 
developed similar variations on orthodox 
national socialism. 

Thorne’s group is also close to a 
particular faction of the League of St 
George around Kevin Randall and Michael 
Woodbridge, and to Eddie Morrison’s 
National Action Party. 

Even so, Thorne’s background, and the 
widespread belief amongst fellow nazis that 
he informed on his comrades during the 
1966 arson trial, may act as an obstacle to 
their efforts to build influence inside the far 
right, where there are currently all too many 
candidates vying for the leadership of a very 
fragmented movement. 


THE FIFTIETH anniversary in 
January of Hitler’s taking power in 
Germany was marked inauspiciously in 
this country with the appearance of the 
first issue of The European, a semi- 
literate if glossy hate sheet published 
from Watford by Tony Malski and the 
National Socialist Action Party. 

A flavour of Malski’s obsession with 
direct action may be had from his editorial, 
in which he writes that ‘‘We are a political 
party which supports any action of para- 
military groups who come to the rescue of 
our so corrupt and infested country”’ 

Malski’s prediliction for political 
violence is well known, and he hit the 
headlines two years ago when he was 
involved in a conspiracy to bring explosives 
into the country. He claims to have been in 
the British Army and has encouraged young 
supporters to join the Territorial Army for 
military training. 


EUROPE A N 


ONE RACE ONE NATION 


Malski's latest offering. 
His NSAP was launched last year after he 


left British Movement, and it boasts a 
complex and grandiose officer structure 
(see above/right). Up until now however, 
he has failed to recruit enough members to 
fill even the most senior positions, let alone 
the more numerous lower ranks. 

Part of his modest success in impressing 
young nazi thugs has been due to his 
readiness to ‘do the business’ in providing 
the party with the necessary resources. The 
European, for instance, boasts that ‘‘we 
have a considerable amount of printing 
equipment enabling us to turn out first class 
material at a very low cost’’. And clearly, 
when you haven’t actually had to fork out 
to buy such equipment you can print at very 
low costs indeed. Malski has obtained 
electric typewriters and a small printing 
press. Special Branch officers have been 
interested in other ‘procurements’ for the 
NSAP, and have raided his home more 
than once looking for weapons which 
disappeared from a Territorial Army 
establishment, and which, he has boasted to 
friends, are buried in woods near Watford. 


PROPOSED RANK STRUCTURE OF THE W.S.AsP 


THIS CHART SHOWS THE PROPOSED RANKS AND THEIR EQUIVALENT IN THE PARTY AND 
THEIR PARTY ORGANISATIONS. 
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GROTP T.RANER 


It cannot be stressed too highly that our role is that of a 
resistance movement to the race traitors , International financiers, 
the Jewish conspirators and all the elements bent on destroying our 
racial cestiny. 

We are opposed to the idea that the race riots of recent times 
should be used as political capital by those seeking power by way 
of the ballot box, we must accept that power will not be achieved 
in the foreseeable future by legitimate means . 

Our view is that we should by all means possible enhance the 
prospects of racial antagonism and indeed cause to effect race war, 
anything less is a compromise based on the Utopian ideals that the 
British pecple will take the initiative and support wholly end with 
confidence those representing our racial aspirations, 

As revolutionaries we seek to effect a breakdown of the state not 
to reform it. and as such our very existence will present a greater 
threat to the establishment than the more conventional racialists 
of the Nationalists with whom we are not to be confused, 

As revolutionary National Sceoialists we must never lose’ sight of 
our politicel objectives ~— THEY ARE PARAMOUNT and must never be 
sacrificed at the expense of expediency. 


THE STRUGGLE GOES ON, TCMORRGWY BELONGS TO US, 


How Malski intends to run his organisation, and what he intends to do with it. 


Morrison’s mob on the rampage 


The recently-formed National Action Party 
has been continuing its campaign of 
violence and spray painting in west 
London. In February Searchlight reported 
that NAP daubings and obscene racist 
graffiti had been left on the windows of the 
Walter Rodney bookshop in Ealing, and 
that a phone call was made to the local 
press claiming responsibility for this by the 
NAP. A week later a window at the front of 
the shop was smashed. 

On 12 February, the NAP attempted to sell 
their paper Combat outside Friends Meeting 
House in Kingston, and then proceeded to spray 
paint racist slogans around the town. The same 
afternoon a window of the Labour Party offices 
on London Road was smashed. 

Shortly after this, again on a Saturday, but 
under cover of darkness, the offices of Ealing 
Community Relations Council were covered with 
the same violent racist slogans. Because of 
previous attacks from local racists, the CRC has 
fitted special windows, so no damage was done 
to the building on this occasion. Two witnesses 
tried to intervene but were insulted in a 
threatening and racist manner. 


The NAP, started in January by Eddie 
Morrison, who lives in Acton, west London, is 
clearly intended to attract racist youth by giving 
them something ‘practical’ to do. Their latest 
stunt, as we go to press, is to send out a press 
statement to the effect that they have applied for 
a grant from the Greater London Council. 
Morrison claims to have written to Ken 
Livingstone asking for a grant of £10,000 to run 
an ‘Old Folks shelter and Aid centre’ in Brixton, 
to be run by NAP staff who would buy vehicles 
to assist victims of muggers. Neither the grants 
section of the GLC nor Mr Livingstone’s office 
had received a copy of this letter when we 
contacted them, and hopefully the press 
statements would swiftly find their way in to the 
litter bins of Fleet Street where they belong. 

Following the attack on the Walter Rodney 
bookshop in January, which was reminiscent of 
attacks on black and radical bookshops in the 
late ’70s, a public meeting was held in Ealing to 
discuss the situation. The 60 people present 
agreed to hold a picket outside Ealing Town Hall 
and Police station to protest about the lack of 
protection given to black property in the face of 
racist attacks, and the lack of police co-operation 
in finding the culprits. 
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‘*Restraint’’ ‘‘Control’’ ‘‘Authority’’ 


FAMILY 


PATROL 


GROUP? 


THE leaking of the minutes of the 
Cabinet’s ‘‘Family Policy Group’’ 
provides further, striking evidence that 
the Conservative Party is planning to 
fight the next election on a social- 
authoritarian platform. The FPG’s 
vision of the perfect Thatcherite citizen 
(‘‘self-reliant, responsible, capable, 
enterprising and fulfilled’’) is clearly 
the mirror image of the vision of the 
problem-children of the inner cities, 
provided by Timothy Raison (an FPG 
member) in March 1982: 

“It is our young men who are too 
often caught up in crime and 
hooliganism; our schools which turn 
them out; our broken homes which 
fuel the problem; ... our media and 
mores which set the tone’’. 

No one could have summarised the 
brief of the FPG better than Mrs 
Thatcher herself, speaking later in the 
same month: 

““We are reaping what was sown in 
the 60s. The fashionable theories and 
permissive claptrap set the scene for a 
society in which the old virtues of 
discipline and _ self-restraint were 
denigrated. Parents, teachers and other 
adults need to set clear consistent limits 
to the behaviour of children and young 
people. Children need, respond to, and 
too often lack clear rules. Only in this 
way will they grow up in a framework 
of certainty and learn the self-control 
necessary to cope with the problems of 
life’’. 

The point about both Raison and 
Thatcher’s speeches was that their context 
was the publication of the Metropolitan 
Police’s ‘‘racial’’ crime statistics, which was 
in itself an exercise to exorcise the charge 
that the police had provoked the Brixton 
(and other) riots of 1981. (Similar 
arguments were employed by right-wing 
columnists like George Gale and 
Conservative academics like Edward 
Norman in the immediate wake of 
Toxteth.) And although race and law and 
order are hardly mentioned in the FPG 

documents (though there isa call to 
‘“‘review the effectiveness of the 
Commission for Racial Equality’’), a 
nightmare vision of the inner-city stalks 
through the proposals, an inner-city in 
which mother is out at work (or, if she isn’t, 
is busy having her sense of ‘‘self-respect’’ 
eroded by the welfare agencies); in which 


pornography and sex shops are rampant, 
schools are decaying through lack of 
parental drive (and the absence of a ‘“‘clear 
moral base’’ in teaching); and 
unemployment is exacerbated by rigid wage 
councils and feckless ‘‘attitudes to work’’. 

Indeed, the idea that the Think Tank’s 
schemes were directed mainly at the 
undeserving poor was confirmed by the 
additional revelation (Guardian, 19.2.83) 
that Sir Keith Joseph continues to be much 
exercised by young women who tend 
‘*neither to restrain themselves not to insist 
on or use contraceptives, nor to have 
sufficient grip even to consider abortion in 
sufficient time’’. Without self-discipline, 
and possessed of ‘‘short term horizons’’, 
such young mothers are ‘‘by hypothesis, 
most of those who provide bad parenting’’. 
(Sir Keith, it may be recalled, lost his 
chance of leading the Tory Party in 1974, 
when he made a speech calling for a 
reduction of the birth-rate of the poor.) 

The Family Policy Group is the brain- 
child of former Spectator columnist 
Ferdinand Mount, and, as has been pointed 
out (Observer, 27.2.83), Mr Mount is on 
the libertarian wing of the Tory Right, and 
some of the tone of the FPG documents 
reflects his anti-statist perspective. But the 
Guardian’s scoop should be seen in the 
context of another significant revelation, 
reported in that paper and in The Times, 
which concerns the extent of the influence 
of the Conservative Philosophy Group on 
Mrs Thatcher’s thinking. 


Peterhouse College 


As Searchlight has been pointing out for 
many months, there is a growing lobby 
within the Conservative Party for 
authoritarian and nationalistic policies, 
emanating from a group of Conservative 
academics connected with Peterhouse 
College, Cambridge. As Peter Stothard of 
The Times pointed out (31.1.83), two of the 
most prominent of these dons (John Casey 
and Roger Scruton) were the founder 
organisers of the Conservative Philosophy 
Group, which meets regularly in the home 
of Jonathan Aitken MP to chew over 
matters of current concern, like ending 
overseas aid and smashing CND. According 
to Stothard, Mrs Thatcher is a 
‘‘surprisingly keen participator’ in those 
CPG meetings she has attended; other 
regular guests include Peregrine 
Worsthorne (Sunday Telegraph), T.E. 
Utley (Daily Telegraph), Ronald Butt (The 
Times), playwright Tom Stoppard and MPs 
Julian Amery, Rhodes Boyson and Enoch 


Powell. Organising prestigious dinner 
parties is not the only current activity of 
Messrs Casey and Scruton, however: as 
may be recalled, Scruton is co-editor of a 
new journal, Salisbury Review, in whose 
first edition John Casey wrote an article 
calling for compulsory repatriation of 
Britain’s black population. 

Not surprisingly, certain CPG members 
have been keen to play down the 
importance of Mrs Thatcher’s participation 
in the group’s meetings. Peregrine 
Worsthorne went so far as to accuse 
Scruton of giving the story to The Times to 
boost his own career (‘‘An accurate 
headline on the story should have read, 
‘Young don on the make hoodwinks paper 
of record into fabricating myth which 
makes him seem more important than he 
is’’? — Spectator, 12.2.83). But of course it 
has to be of great significance when the 
Prime Minister participates at all in a group 
founded by a compulsory-repatriator (as 
Scruton remarked in the Guardian — 
1.3.83 — ‘‘it is our job to re-open the 
argument by saying the unsayable’’). It is 
doubly significant when it is realised that 
one of the raison d’etres of the Peterhouse 
School is to recapture the Conservative 
Party from the monetarists and economic 
liberals. In his recent Penguin The Meaning 
of Conservatism, Scruton described free 
market economics and the rhetoric of 
individual freedom as ‘‘passing fashions’’, 
going on to argue that ‘‘in politics, the 
conservative attitude seeks above all for 
government, and regards no citizen as 
possessed of a natural right that transcends 
his obligation to be ruled’’. 


Absence of restraint 


And, on the subject of the rhetoric of 
individual freedom, it is worth noticing 
certain parallel ideological developments in 
the less lofty reaches of Tory thought. The 
Freedom Association (formerly the 
National Association for Freedom) played a 
central role in the mid-to-late ’70s in 
popularising the new Tory Libertarianism, 
and virtually single-handedly promoted the 
ideas of free-market economists like Milton 
Friedman and Frederick Hayek to the Tory 
faithful in the immediately post-Heath 
years. Even this libertarian redoubt appears 
to have been captured by the 
authoritarians, however, as witness the lead 
story of the January edition of the FA’s 
paper Free Nation, which is written by the 
paper’s managing editor, and begins as 
follows: 

“During 1982, as in previous years, the 
Free Nation has been primarily concerned 
with the analysis and exposure of the 
political forces currently threatening our 
freedom. Now, at the start of 1983, it is 
perhaps time some thought was given to the 
huge cultural crisis through which our 
society (like other Western societies) is 
passing. Rising crime, sexual permissiveness 
and family breakdown are as intimately 
relevant to the health and survival of a free 
society as the spread of socialism or nuclear 
pacifism’’. 

The article then goes on, via a complaint 
about bad language on Channel Four, to 
list the various symptoms of the nation’s 
cultural decline: one parent families, 


divorce, infidelity in marriage, 
pornography, and of course crime. Prof 
E.H. McClintock (of Edinburgh 
University) is cited for his view that rising 
crime is ‘‘associated with a decline in 
accepted common values and accepted 
attitudes to authority’’. The Free Nation 
itself concludes that ‘‘a ‘permissive’ culture 
is ideologically inimical to freedom’’, and 
that “‘the meaning of freedom is being lost 
because too many people equate it with a 
simple absence of restraint’’. 

Now, as it happens, the FA does not on 


this occasion go on to outline in any detail 
what form of ‘‘restraint’’ it has in mind 
(although the back page of the same issue 
reports Teddy Taylor MP calling for 
tougher sentencing policies at an FA 
meeting). Interestingly, however, the 
editorial piece does back up its case by a 
quotation from Edmund Burke, the 
paternalist Tory patriarch and bitter 
opponent of the laissez-faire principles 
which the FA used to defend. ‘‘Men are 
qualified for civil liberty’’, Burke is quoted 
as saying, ‘‘in exact proportion to their 


disposition to put moral chains upon their 
own appetites Society cannot exist 
unless a controlling power upon will and 
appetite be placed somewhere, and the less 
of it there is within, the more there must be 
without’’. 

‘*Restraint’’. ‘‘Control’’. ‘‘Authority’’. 
From the pages of the Free Nation, from 
the salons of the Tory Philosophers, from 
the bowels of the Think Tank: these are the 
watchwords of the New Conservatism as it 
enters election year. 


IRVING’S LATEST: 


Nazi pilots fought to defend Europe from 


Red Army 


FOR the second time in a year, 
historian David Irving has_ been 
apparently prevented from speaking at 
Oxford University. An insert in the 
latest (January 31) issue of Irving’s 
journal Focal Point announces that a 
David Irving talk on “The Future of 
the New Right’’, (a ‘‘members and 
guests only’ affair hosted by the 
Oxford University Monday Club), was 
not after all to take place. 

In the same insert, Focal Point admits 
that ‘‘there has been a gap in regular 
production due to circumstances 
beyond our control’’. 

Not much else appears to have changed 
however. The first story in the magazine 
concerns the ‘‘Britische Historiker’s’’ latest 
visit to Germany, where he attended a 
ceremony commemorating nazi fighter pilot 
Hans-Ulrich Rudel. Commenting on ‘‘the 
refusal of Bonn to allow modern German 
units to draw on the epic passages of arms 
of the last war’’, Irving quotes himself as 
follows: 

***We in Britain’, he said, ‘have a great 
tradition: we celebrate it every September 
— Battle of Britain Day. In September 1940 
our young men began the eight month fight 
to thwart the German bomber squadrons’. 

‘*He found it mystifying that no such day 
is commemorated in Germany, whose pilots 
fought a four year battle defending all 
Europe against the Red Army’s invasion’’. 


Revolting organisation 


This peculiar view of Nazi Germany as the 
(potential) saviour of Europe from the 
Bolshevik hoardes may account for the 
natural irritation of some Conservative 
correspondents, who were sent copies of 
Focal Point following Irving’s purchase of 
the Federation of Conservative Students’ 
membership list from a ‘‘former chairman’’ 
of the FCS. As former FCS National 
Committee member Philip Moor writes: 

“*T am at a loss to see why you have sent 
FP to me. I am a member of the 
Conservative Party, yet you argue at great 
length against my Party. I am also unable to 
understand why you think Conservatives 
are likely to have anything to do with your 
revolting organisation’’. 

There are four other letters from FCS 


members, in a similar vein. As Focal Point 
itself makes clear, however, the 
antagonistic reaction of FCS members to 
receiving unsolicited copies of Irving’s 
organ is unlikely to put him off. ‘‘In the 
past month’’, he writes, ‘““FOCUS has 
bought lists of some 4,000 right-wing names 
from branch secretaries and other patriotic 
officials. We will pay cash for current lists. 
It is in the national interest’’. 

Elsewhere in Focal Point, it is revealed 
that leading French New Rightist Alain de 
Benoist (a former contributor to the NF 
journal Spearhead) has addressed one of 
Irving’s private meetings. And among a 
crop of advertisements for Irving’s own 
books nestle ads for The Runestave (‘‘a new 
journal of contemporary Odinism for all 
nationalists’’), and ‘‘Gestapo Stickers’’ 
(‘‘surprise and delight your friends ... 
with these facsmilies of genuine gummed 
labels used by the Gestapo to reseal 
censored letters’’). 


Irving main speaker at DV rally 


On the weekend of March 5/6, Irving 
was one of the main speakers at the 
annual rally of the Deutsche 
Volksunion (DVU). Gerhard Frey, DVU 
leader, awarded the biographer of the 
late Rudel with the ‘Hans Ulrich Rudel 
prize’. The biographer, Gunter Jiist, 
had honoured Rudel in his book as a 
fine example to youth, saying that he 
‘embodied the eternal values of the 
German soldier’’. Frey likes giving out 
prizes, according to the German paper 
Tageszeitung. In 1976 he awarded Uwe 
Rohwer, former chairman of the ‘Wiking 
Jugend’ in Schleswig-Holstein, with the so- 
called ‘Honour Prize of the National 
Zeitung for Political Persecution’. Rohwer 
was sentenced three years later to nine years 
imprisonment for a bank robbery and a 
burglary at a NATO base in Bergen-Holne. 
He belonged to Kuhnen’s group, the ANS 
(see page 12). 

Irving spoke on the ‘Barbie case’. He 
maintained that in 1942 de Gaulle had 
established a type of Gestapo in London 
which is said to have ‘“‘tortured and 
murdered German agents’’. Also, 
according to Irving, the British had sunk a 
refugee ship in the Bight of Lubeck, 
carrying some 7,000 refugees. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@CND AMBUSH PLOT FOILED 


Two stewards on a right-wing anti-CND 
demonstration were caught hiding in woods 
with smoke flares. One of the men caught 
was David Malski. His brother, Tony Malski, 
the organiser of the counter demonstration, is 
involved in fascist paramilitary activities (see 
page 5). 

Before the court were David Malski (32), 
of Matlock Crescent, South Oxhey, and 
Philip Kersey (19), of Lewisham, South 
London. They were accused of having 
offensive weapons, and of using threatening 
behaviour. They were cleared on the first 
charge. but were fined £150 each for 
threatening behaviour, and bound over for 12 
months in the sum of £200. Kersey was also 
told to pay £50 towards his legal aid 
barristers. 

Both men said they were not National 
Front members, but were stewards at an anti- 
CND demo, organised by David Malski’s 
younger brother. Tony. 

Last month we reported that a former NF 
member was bound over for 12 months after 
being found in possession of smoke bombs at 
the same anti-nuclear demonstration 

Six youths who took part in an attack ona 
London peace camp at Christmas 
(Searchlight 92) were each ordered to 


complete 120 hours community service. The 
six pleaded guilty to threatening behaviour 


after assault charges against them were 
dropped by the peace campers (see 
Searchlight Nos. 74, 75, 91). (Evening Echo 
& Post, Hemel Hempstead 8.2.83.) 


@ WEBSTER SENTENCE INCREASED 


Martin Webster, National Front organiser, - 
has lost his appeal against conviction and 
sentence for his part in disrupting a political 
meeting. 

The original sentence of one month 
suspended prison sentence and £500 costs was 
imposed last October for using threatening 
words and behaviour at a Young 
Conservatives meeting attended by Home 
Secretary William Whitelaw. During the 
meeting, a smoke bomb was thrown. 

At Inner London Crown Court, Judge 
George Schindler QC, told Webster that the 
sentence imposed by the magistrates court 
was ‘‘much too lenient” 

“You are the organiser of the party and 
bear a heavy responsibility for disrupting that 
meeting” 

The 28 days suspended prison sentence was 
increased to three months. The judge also 
added £1,250 to the costs of £500 Webster 
was ordered to pay. (Dai/y)) Mirror 19.2.83.) 


FORWARD, MARINA 


ON the cover of the January edition of 


Spearhead (John Tyndall’s organ) is a 
photograph of a little girl, under the caption 
“Her Future Is In Danger — Fight For It”. 
The same little blonde-eyed, blue-haired 
mite is featured on page 10, illustrating an 
article by David Ball calling for the 
compulsory sterilisation of those with 
“‘genetically related physical or mental 
defects”, including “the severely retarded 
or grossly educationally subnormal”. 

Not surprisingly, the world was agog to 
discover the identify of this Aryanette, or, at 
the very least, K. Holden (Mrs) of Ruislip, 
Middx, was agog enough to write to 
February’s Spearhead to ask “Who is the 
beautiful child on the front cover of last 
month’s issue?’”’. The answer was not, if you 
come to think of it, that unpredictable: 

“The child was of course intended, as on page 
10, to symbolise the youngest generation of 
Britons under threat from present policies 
directed against our race. However, the model 
used in the two photos was Marina, the 3% year 
old daughter of John and Valerie Tyndall’. 

It was also not that surprising to discover 
that no one had written to Spearhead 
pointing out the similarity between David 
Ball’s arguments and those used many 
years ago in Spearhead No.4, in an article by 
the then youthful John Tyndall, entitled 
“The case for Gas Chambers”. 


* * % 


AD HOMINEM, AD 
NAUSEAM 


IT has become such atradition for Spearhead 
to carry articles in unremitting praise of 
John Tyndall, that another one (this time by 
Peter Fawcett, January 1983) hardly seems 
worthy of comment. According to Mr 
Fawcett, Tyndall has been “the absolutely 
central figure in all the positive phases of 
party development ...”, everything good 
that ever happened to the NF was due to 
“Tyndall’s personality and leadership .. . 
total drive and dedication . . . outstanding 
individual at the helm A.K. 
Chesterton .. .” etc, etc. 

No, what is interesting is the little note 
that Tyndall adds at the end, which under 
the circs might seem to verge on the 
churlish: 

“"NOTE: We wish to make it clear in 
printing this article that we do so as a 
contribution to debate and not because we 
wholly accept all the points made by the 
author”. 

Well, which points? Surely JT cannot take 
the view that he has been over-praised? 

Well, we suspect not. For one paragraph, 
one alone, commences with the sentence: 
“lam far from being an uncritical admirer 
and supporter of John Tyndall; on the 
contrary, | believe that he has in his time 
made some errors of political judgement”. 

Ah, so. 


% % * 


WHOSE PARTY? 


HISTORY is being rewritten again by the 
League of St. George. 

Last month we reported that a 
programme of forthcoming League events 
had been published. Signed by the League’s 
events organiser Kevin Randall, this circular 
announced that there would be a social on 
17 April which would be “a chance to meet 
on the nearest Saturday to the leader’s 
birthday”. The birthday in question, we 
hardly need add, is that of a former German 
housepainter-turned-chancellor, which is 
traditionally celebrated on 20 April. 

A sanitised advertisement for the same 
event has since appeared in League Review. 
it does not mention the Fihrer’s birthday at 
all, but instead invites supporters to 
“celebrate St. George’s Day with us at this 
informal gathering”. 

Perhaps Mr Randall should sit down with 
Keith Thompson and decide exactly who is 
to be honoured on 17 April. 


% % % 


REMEMBER THIS? 


An attentive reader recently sent us a 
cutting about a prospective Tory 
parliamentary candidate called Sam 
Swerling. We remembered we had this 
picture of him marching along to Downing 
Street after a meeting organised by the Halt 
Immigration Now Campaign in Central Hall, 


Sam Swerling on anti-immigration demo in 
early 70s. 


Westminster. After the meeting, which was 
attended by hundreds of NF and BM 
members, a spontaneous demonstration 
marched to Number 10. In the heat of the 
moment NF banners were unfurled and 
Tories like Swerling and G.K. Young 
marched alongside god knows who. 
Swerling has since been chairman of the 
Monday Club, and is now a member of the 
Conservative Trade Unionists. Judging 
from his speech to the Wood Green 
Conservatives, which this particular cutting 
reported in detail, Swerling is clearly a 
Tebbit-ite in matters of trade unionism and 
we shall be watching his career with 
interest. 


ON THE CARPET 


In the strange world of pagan nazi cults, 
loyalty appears to be an ambiguous 
concept. Johnny Stewart, one time 
National Front activist, has for some years 
been involved with various factions of the 
Church of Woden, one of the main Odinist 
set-ups in Britain. Stewart was also 
involved, together with British Movement 
activist David Marsh, in a_ business 
enterprise called Jemday. This firm appears 
to have tried to corner the Odinist jewelry 
market, selling badges with symbols like 
the Tree of Life, and necklaces worn by the 
followers of the Old Blood God of the Norse 
men. 


’ ANGLO - SAXON 


WE ARE OF ONE BLOOD 
THE BLOOD OF WODEN. 
THE MEEK WILL NOT 
INHERIT THE EARTH, THE 
BRAVE WILL. 


Odinism is the religious inspiration for 
many present day nazis, just as it was for 
the nazis in Germany in the ‘20s and ‘30s. 

Marsh and Stewart have since fallen out, 
however, and the harsh words have been 
exchanged. It is even rumoured that police 
protection may have been given to one of 
the parties involved. 

But John Stewart has some friends in 
higher places who have given him a leg-up 
into the world of London’s gentlemen's 
clubs. He has obtained work laying carpets 
at the exclusive Reform and Army and Navy 
Clubs, along with his young employees in 
the jewelry business, who appear to 
subscribe at least to Stewart’s religious 
beliefs, if not his politics as well. 


MENTAL 
GYMNASTICS 


THE editorial staff of Nationalism 
Today seem to be very pleased with 
themselves in issue No.14. There’s a 
note of self-congratulation as ‘‘the 
radical voice of British Nationalism” 
declares that ‘‘regular readers of 
Nationalism Today will have noticed 
the shorter than normal gap between 
the publication of this issue and the 
publication of our last issue’’. 

The point at issue is that those ‘‘regular 
readers’’ haven’t really been regular 
readers, but former irregularities are about 
to cease. And not before time too: “‘It is 
about time that the radical Nationalist 
movement in Britain had a regular and 
frequently produced magazine’’. We can 
now expect issue No.15 to arrive promptly 
in six weeks time, and issue No.16 no less 
than six weeks after that. 

It’s not just speed that the editor’s are 
aiming for, but they hope that future 
Nationalism Todays will arrive both faster 
and thicker: (that is thicker in terms of bulk 
— intellectual standards are a different 
matter). Of course that will mean ‘‘more 
work and effort for everyone’’, but how 
else ‘‘can we seriously claim to be a 
revolutionary movement capable of 
actually coming to power in Britain?’’. 

Nationalism Today sees itself as the 
intellectual organ of the National Front, 
complementing the unashamedly muscular 
tone of Bulldog and the visceral racism of 
National Front News. It is going to give 
Jews a six weekly pasting, and in these 
circles it’s anti-semitism which marks out 
the superior, bluer-blooded sort of fascist. 

In fact, issue No.14 has scarcely a 
mention of blacks, let alone a plug for the 
skinhead types who fill the ranks of the NF 
nowadays. About the only place where the 
editors discuss immigration is the regular 
spot which describes a local NF branch. In 
this issue it’s the turn of Brighton, and 
having described the promenade, the 
Pavillion and the waves breaking on the 
sea-shore, the writer can’t forebear 
mentioning other waves advancing over the 
South Downs (‘‘waves of Black 
Immigrants’, of course, ‘‘moving south 

. etc and etc’’). But apart from this 
metaphorical flourish, practically 
everything else leads back to what the 
fascists like to call ‘‘The Jewish Problem’’. 

There are all sorts of Jewish Problems in 
issue No.14, which demonstrates the full 
range of mental gymnastics one has come to 
expect from the in-form conspiracy 
theorist. Page three sets the tone, with a 
short burst about the Falklands followed by 
an ever shorter one about security at 
Buckingham Palace, both tied neatly 
together in an anti-semite package: ‘‘Isn’t it 
nice to know that the Jews who killed our 
lads are to guard our Queen’’. 


The following page is slightly more 
restrained, preferring to hint broadly at its 
major theme. The subtler variation involves 
talking about the ‘‘Corruption in the 
interests of Greed’’ of people like ‘‘boss 
Goldstein’’ and other ‘‘alien capitalists’’. It 
would appear that such alien capitalists are 
completely to blame for the parlous state of 
British Rail. 

However, the subtle variation is merely a 
prelude for the fortissimo re-entrance of the 
dominant motif, in the shape of an 
unambiguous cartoon captioned ‘‘The 
Jewish Contribution to Civilisation’’. The 
contribution consists of the development of 
the atomic bomb, hydrogen bomb and 
neutron bomb — all developed, according 
to the cartoon, by Jews. To display his 
theme, the artist has depicted a skull 
emerging from three mushroom clouds. 
The same page also has a classic statement 
of the conspiracy theory: ‘‘the nations of 
the world are controlled by puppet 
governments, with financial strings 
attached, who dance to the tune of the 
international bankers’’. But, of course, 
that’s not the full story, because issue 
No. 14 still has enough pages left to connect 
the ‘‘Jewish contribution’’ theme to the 
puppet-dancing theme. 

On the way, there’s a long exclusive 
scoop about a Jewish property owner who 
is ‘‘keeping up the Jewish tradition of being 
an unscrupulous and uncaring landlord’’. 
Jewish landlords, it appears, are 
particularly suspect because they ‘‘believe 
themselves to be superior to the Gentiles in 
the eyes of God’’ and ‘“‘this feeling of 
superiority very easily leads to contempt for 
the Gentile people as a whole and that 
includes thousands of tenants’’, and so on. 

There is a respite from this sort of thing 
in an extraordinary piece by one Michael 
Walker, who airs his grievances against 
Oxbridge. Practically every paragraph 
starts with the litany ‘‘Oxbridge, I hate you 
because .. .”’. His opening paragraphs are 
of a reasonable length, even containing the 
semblance of argumentation: 


“When you walked in the halls of 
privileges in evening dress, there was a 
sort of appalling dignity about you; now 
you walk in the same halls dressed in 
Oxfam raincoats, you are merely 
loathesome’”’. 


By the end of his piece, Mr Walker’s anger 
has risen so greatly that it’s nothing so 
specific as raincoats which bother him, but 
that Oxbridge is ‘‘the home from home of 
the national and international parasites, the 
heart of the modern age, rotten with the 
pornographic self-indulgence of a corrupt 
and effete ruling class’’. 

Let us leave Mr Walker crying 
‘“Oxbridge, I hate you because you are the 
stock exchange . you fill me with 
nausea’’, and return to the major theme, 
which reappears in an article ostensibly 
about the film star Elizabeth Taylor, but is 
devoted to exposing ‘‘the role of 


Hollywood as a Zionist propaganda 
machine’’. It’s here that the conspiracy 
theme comes together with all the other 
unpleasant asides, as the writer declares 
that Jews see themselves as ‘‘God’s Chosen 
People, the divinely ordained Master Race, 
whose destiny is to rule the Earth’’. 


Tilling the land 


Now, that’s a description which comes 
more readily to mind when thinking about 
nazi groups lilke the National Front, but we 
should remember that the intellectuals of 
the NF no longer like to think of themselves 
as ordinary nazis, but as radicals, who like 
to add a dollop of socialism to their 
nationalism. Their ‘socialism’ stretches to a 
hatred of the fashionwear at the older 
universities, and to a minutely differing 
interpretation of world events from that of 
traditional nazis. The difference does not 
relate to the anti-semitic conspiracy theory 
itself, but whether or not to extend the 
conspiracy to certain figures of the right. 

Nationalism Today takes the radical 
stance of seeing British Imperialism and the 
Afrikan secret society — the Broederbond 
— as being tools of the Jewish conspiracy. 
Regarding the British Empire, it would 
appear that ‘‘capitalist magnates backed by 
Jews, used British military force and Our 
Good Name, to get their grubby hands on 
the wealth of others’’. Similarly, 
Nationalism Today argues that the Afrikan 
elite is in the pockets of ‘‘a grasping 
capitalo-Jewish press gang’’; the evidence is 
that the Broederbond ‘‘has the power to 
put Jewry in its place, yet chooses not to do 
so”’. 

It’s the non-radical fascists who like to 
think that they have something in common 
with the imperial heroes of yesteryear and 
the South African white elite of today, but 
the radical nazis know better. For all their 
rhetoric against capitalism (or ‘‘capitalo- 
Jewish imperialism’’), however, these 
radicals are, at bottom, little different from 
their non-radical counterparts, as is made 
plain in a piece by Steve Brady, entitled 
‘Blood and Soil’. 

Brady is a veteran from_ previous 
‘Strasserite’, radical nazi groups (he was a 
leading member of the ill-starred National 
Party in the late ’70s), and has always hada 
penchant for the mystical side of nazis. His 
‘socialism’ (which has precious little to do 
with egalitarianism) is an odd form of 
reactionary sentimentalism, which looks 
backwards to feudal society. Having kicked 
out (or worse) all the capitalo-Jews, Brady 
hopes to lead the assembled ranks of the 
National Front back to tilling the land with 
horse and hand-held plough. ‘‘Let 
Britain’’, he cries emotionally, ‘‘again be a 
nation of crofters and free yeoman farmers, 
on soil that is the inalienable right of those 
who till it’’. 

One awaits an outbreak of ploughing 
amongst the white yeomanry of Brick Lane 
and amongst the shaven-headed crofters on 
the terraces of Chelsea Football Club. 


‘The problem 
hasn’t gone 


away’ 


Fascist activity in Manchester tends to 
be covert and fascist organisation 
seems to be in disarray. But local black 
people still face the daily threat of 
racial attack, particularly at night. And 
— because of an apparent lack of 
support from white members of the 
community — black people are largely 
left to fight their own battle against 
racism and fascism. 

Mike Luft, chairperson and secretary of 
Manchester Anti-Nazi League, told 
Searchlight that he thought many people 
had taken fascism and racism seriously 
around the time of the last general election 
when the National Front had fielded 
candidates, but that when the candidates 
had been defeated people felt they had done 
their bit. The ANL was a predominantly 
white organisation. It responded to white 
people’s fears about fascism, but it didn’t 
take into account the situation of local 
black people. ‘‘White people can take or 
leave these threats, they can retreat. The 
black community can’t’. 

Luft, who has campaigned against racism 
and fascism in the Greater Manchester area 
for 20 years, appeals particularly to trade 
unionists, who he feels should be at the 
forefront in giving practical advice and 
support to the black community. ‘‘They 
should make a conscious effort to educate 
their white membership’’. 

Manchester ANL, he says, is keeping an 
eye on local fascist activity, although 
because of good anti-fascist work in the 
past fascists rarely come out into the open 
in Greater Manchester. As a result, the left 
movement in general fail to see that there is 
a problem. ‘‘But the problem hasn’t gone 
away, it just manifests itself differently’’, 
says Luft. There are reports of arson 
attacks on the homes of Jewish people, and 
one Jewish man was reputedly run over by a 
motor-bike while walking on the pavement. 
Black children are humiliated at school and 
brutalised on the way home. 

There have been successes, according to 
Luft, in Oldham, in fighting the racist 
immigration laws, but they are mainly a 
result of black people organising. ‘‘The 
whole burden of combating racism 
shouldn’t be on the victims. They should 
get more than mere verbal or written 
support’’. He praises the work of the 
Rochdale and Oldham CREs but is critical 
of the Manchester CRE which is based in 
the centre of the city, where no one actually 
lives. In the smaller areas the black 
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Fighting r¢ 


in the Nortt 


Last November Searchlight began a series looking at anti-racist work 
of the country. This month we spoke to several activists i 


community could use the CREs as a vehicle 
for expression of their problems and fears. 
This was only really possible when they 
were based where Asian people lived. 

As for the fascist organisations, Luft 
reports that Peter Barker has kept together 
some semblance of NF structure in 
Rochdale. When splits divided the fascist 
movement most extreme right-wingers 
around Manchester stayed in the NF. Even 
so, the Front ‘‘appears to be falling apart 
here in general’’. Barker, says Luft, would 
deny in public that the NF was involved in 
violence against black people, but he was 
himself sent to jail for stabbing an ANL 
supporter. 

Figures released by Oldham CRE in 
January showed that racist attacks had 
decreased. A reason could be that recently 
severe sentences were passed on people 
convicted of racial assault. Members of 
Greater Manchester’s black community 
have been demanding more action from the 
police to combat racial attacks, but the 
problem of white apathy remains severe. 


Nonetheless Luft tellshow one white - 


Manchester woman tested the water with a 
local Tory candidate by pretending to 
dislike the black community. When the 
candidate replied that his party would 
“*clear them out’’ she told him exactly what 
she thought. ‘‘Few people around here are 
even prepared to do that’’, says Luft. 
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« being carried out in various parts 
in Greater Manchester. 


STATE 


RACISM 


THE most active anti-racist campaigning in 
Greater Manchester is against state racism. 

There is an ardent ‘‘no-pass_ laws’’ 
campaign which seeks to inform people about 
race checks and internal immigration 
controls, particularly in the health service and 
DHSS offices. 

‘“‘A number of black people have been 
asked for identification, particularly by the 
DHSS, over and above that asked of white 
people’, says a Tameside CRE spokes- 
person. A group has got together to monitor 
the number of black people affected by the 
new health regulations. 

The spokesperson defined racial attack as 
direct assaults on people, verbal abuse, 
actions like daubing racist graffiti and also 
racial attack by the state, like, for instance, 
the new health service regulations. 

Actual fascist activity, she said, came in 
phases. The NF was active in Tameside 
whereas in Oldham, fascism came in the form 
of the British Movement. 

Mosques had been a target in the past — 
with obscene acts like putting pigs’ heads 
outside the doors. 

Isolated Asian people suffered particularly 
from assaults. The local housing department, 
though, had a policy of threatening to evict 
families who harassed their neighbours. 


RACIAL 


VIOLENCE 


No Drop in Attacks 


The Joint Committee Against Racialism has 
produced a document confirming that the level 
of racialist violence has shown no noticeable 
reduction since the Home Office carried out their 
own enquiry in 1981. The Home Office report 
showed that Asians were 50 times more likely 
and West Indians 36 times more likely to suffer 
racial attacks than other members of the 
community. The new report, Racialist Violence 
— a look at two years work by the JCAR is the 
result of careful monitoring of racial attacks 
throughout England, Scotland and Wales. In the 
spring of ’81 a delegation from JCAR met Home 
Secretary Whitelaw to draw his attention to the 
high incidence of racial attacks in Britain, and 
the Home Office report followed in the summer 
of that year. 

Racialist Violence — a look at two years work 
by the JCAR, published by Joint Committee 
Against Racialism, 3 Endsleigh Street, London 
EC1 ODU. 


Northamptonshire 


Members of the Borough Council in the 
Northamptonshire town of Wellingborough have 
called for action after a recent series of racialist 
attacks on black families in the area which 
culminated in a brick being thrown through 
community leader Mike Prescod’s window. The 
brick had a National Front insignia attached. 
Leading Labour councillor Graham Ridge put a 


fe of todos Sabla nd fax So tection han pete ele . The local CRE’s main work revolves 

mr around immigration and_ nationality 
regulations, and there’s particular concern 
about the extreme charges levelled by the 


motion before the council calling on the council 
to pledge itself ‘‘utterly, absolutely and 
unequivocally” against race, sex or religious 
discrimination. Mr Prescod said that ‘‘Many 
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government when people apply for British 
nationality. 


people’s attitudes to race relations have not 
changed since the °50s”. (Northamptonshire 
Chronicle & Echo 1.3.83.) 


Skinhead convicted 


Skinhead Stephen Cullum was sent to Borstal for 
assault by Aylesbury Crown Court after 
attacking 23 year old Pakistani Jalal Uddin on a 
bus. He grabbed Uddin by the hair, shouted and 
swore at him. Later on, police found Cullum in 
possession of a billiard ball wrapped in a sock. 
He was sent to Borstal for the assault. (Mirror 
3.3.83.) 


Wolverton 


Skinheads attacked an Indian restaurant in 
Wolverton in February, spraying the letters 
‘“‘BOM”’ and swastikas on the walls. Owner 
Amegur Miah said: ‘‘This is not the first attack. 
They have already threatened one of my 
customers with violence’. Only a few days 
before in a nearby post office Asian shopkeeper 
Bhola Singh Manku became a victim of a racist 
attack when two half bricks marked with 


Sweep. _ 
Forid Uddin gives ane instance of . 
inhumane treatment: _. send ~ - 


swastikas were thrown through the front 
windows of the Bradville sub-post office. (The 
Citizen 24.2.83.) 


Swinton 


Police are looking for four youths aged between 
17 and 20 who assaulted an Asian man and 
robbed his passenger. The car driver and his 
passenger were followed by the youths in another 
car. During the journey from Farnworth to 
Swinton, several attempts were made to stop the 
car. The driver unfortunately pulled into a cul- 


Continued on page 15 
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INTERNATIONAL 


ROUND-UP 


WEST GERMANY 


New nazi group 
formed 


IN FRANKFURT, recently released 
nazi terrorist Michael Kuhnen has 
launched a new organisation to be 
known as the National Socialist Action 
Front/National Activists. 

Kuhnen was gaoled in 1979 after a judge 
described him as the main force behind a 
neo-nazi terror group. Inevitably, while 
imprisoned he penned his own personal 
Mein Kampf, and is now trying to re- 
establish himself as a latter-day Fiihrer. 

His new group has about 50 members 
and is initially intended to unite the 
fragmented nazi cells in Frankfurt, former 
members of the now banned VSBD and 
Hoffman Group, and Kuhnen’s own ANS 
in Hamburg. 

Kuhnen’s second-in-command is Arndt 
Heinz Marx, formerly involved with 
Walthar Kexel’s Frankfurt terror cell and a 
contact of the League of St George. 

After a founding parade in mid-January 
his new group took to the streets again 
weeks later to commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of Hitler’s seizure of power in 
1933. 


Michael catavons 
Soldiers involved in 
arms trade 


A STAFF sergeant in the West German 
Army has been fined a mere DM1,000 
for providing arms for neo-nazi 
groups. 

He was prosecuted for supplying guns to 
Heinze Lembke, a nazi who hanged himself 
in a police cell in 1981 after police 
uncovered a massive arms dump which he 
had been building up. 

Lembke was a close associate of Manfred 
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Roeder, the nazi lawyer now serving a gaol 
sentence himself for attacks on immigrant 
hostels. Lembke was also a member of the 
National Democratic Party and is thought 
to have been involved in the now banned 
Hoffman group. 

The unnamed staff sergeant in this case, 
however, was not the only supplier to 
Lembke’s group. Most of the weapons 
came from a sergeant at a weapons 
destruction establishment, against whom 
proceedings are still outstanding. 


AUSTRIA 


Suspects arrested 


NINE nazi activists were arrested by 
police in Austria on 23 February. 

All have been charged with neo-nazi 
activity, and two of them with attacks on 
the Vienna home of nazi hunter Simon 
Wiesenthal. 

The other charges involve spreading nazi 
propaganda, teaching nazi ideology to 
young people, and paramilitary activity. 


FRANCE 


High Poll for Far 
Right 


FRONT National leader Jean Marie Le 
Pen, polled a disturbing 11.3 per cent in the 
first round of the recent municipal 
elections. 

Le Pen was the FN candidate in the rundown 
20th district, and in some neighbourhoods, 
polled as high as 18 per cent. He went forward 
into the second round when the right wing 
opposition leader, Jacques Chirac, refused the 
offer of a joint slate. Le Pen polled 8.3 per cent 
in the second round run off. 

Only two of the nine candidates in the city 
went into the second round after an average vote 
in the first‘round of 3.4 per cent. 

In Dreux, near Paris, the only town where 
fascists and gaullists appeared on a joint ruling, 
they missed seizing control from the Socialist 
council by a mere eight votes. 


Bomb may give 
clues to attacks 


POLICE may soon get to the bottom 
of a series of anti-Jewish attacks in the 
Marseilles area, following the deaths of 
two men when a bomb they were 
transporting in a car exploded 
prematurely. 

The explosion occurred on 8 March and 
police believe the bomb was intended for a 
Jewish synagogue. In the previous 10 days 


there had been one successful attack and 
two attempted attacks on Jewish targets in 
the Marseilles area. On 26 February an 
attempt was made to bomb a meeting of 
400 Jewish people which was to be 
addressed by Interior Minister and Mayor 
of Marseilles Gaston Deferre. On 4 Marcha 
bomb destroyed a Jewish clothes shop. 


Barbie trial to be 
televised? 


KLAUS Barbie, the butcher of Lyons 
who is awaiting trial for crimes against 
humanity in France following his 
deportation from Bolivia, is back in 
prison following a short period in 
hospital for an operation on a 
strangulated hernia. 

He is being held at Saint Joseph prison 
where an elite police security squad is 
responsible for his round-the-clock 
detention. 

Barbie, aged 69, is expected to go on trial 
in about a year, and despite widespread 
speculation that he may choose to reveal the 
identities of French traitors who 
collaborated with him in hunting down 
resistance fighters, it is being seriously and 
widely suggested that the trial should be 
broadcast live on French television. 

Officials at the US Justice Department 
have confirmed recently that Barbie visited 
America from his refuge in Bolivia in 1969 
and 1970. 


Klaus Barbie in Bolivia, 1982. 


The French press has given very 
wide coverage to the capture of ‘the 


Butcher of Lyons’ and the 
circumstances surrounding his 
expulsion. The next page gives a 
digest of the main dailies when the 
news first broke: 
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RECAP No. ]13| THE NATIONAL PARTY 


“The British people must preserve their 
distinct racial character by preventing all 
further immigration by people of non- 
British stock, and by organising the 
humane repatriation or resettlement of all 
coloured and other racially incompatible 
immigrants, their descendants and 
dependants”. 

Britain First, February 1976 


Rump re-elects Tyndall 


“As world-wide slump looms before us, 
the Labour, Tory and Liberal parties are 
asking the British people to tighten their 
belts by the imposition of either the so- 
called Social Contract, or some other 
‘prices and incomes’ fraud. When did we 
ever cause inflation, and why should we 
suffer a drop in our standard of living?” | 
Britain First, December 1974 | 


RACIAL VIOLENCE 


continued from page 11 


de-sac and the youths began kicking the car. 
Both men were taken from it and the driver was 
struck several times. The youths finally fled after 
the passenger handed over £5. (Swinton & 
Pendlebury Journal 3.2.83.) 


Community service for running down a ‘paki’ 


Three young men in Birmingham deliberately 
drove their car at an Asian man after a night’s 
drinking. They’d decided that it would be a joke 
to frighten people, and ‘‘especially Pakistanis’’. 
In Small Heath they saw a man crossing the 
road, and ran him down before he could reach 
the pavement. 

Mark Hilliard (20), of Ninfield Road, Acocks 
Green, pleaded guilty to reckless driving, and 
assault occasioning actual bodily harm. Leslie 
Gates (19), also of Ninfield Road, and Ian 
Bartlett (20), of Manor Farm Road, Greet, both 
pleaded guilty to aiding and abetting Hilliard in 
both offences. 

All three were ordered to do 180 hours 
community service, disqualified from driving for 
18 months, and each ordered to pay £50 towards 
prosecution costs. (Evening Mail 2.83.) 


Snowball fight turned into racial attack 


A 37 year old Asian man was first pelted with 
snowballs then a gang of about 15 white youths 
turned on him, hurled racial abuse at him, and 
finally pushed him to the ground and kicked 
him. The man, who did not want to be named, 
said that racial attacks were now so common in 
South East Essex that many Asians were afraid 
to go out at night. He said: ‘These kids, most of 
them, are 14 to 18 years old. They think I’m a 
foreigner sponging off their country. But I 
started paying taxes and rates even before they 
were born’’. (Evening Echo Southend 14.2.83.) 


Plaistow 


Three young men received jail sentences of 
between 18 and 14 months for their part in an 
unprovoked attack on two Asian men. Ghulum 
Farid was punched in the face as he was waiting 
to use a public telephone in Plaistow, east 
London. When his brother-in-law, Abid 
Hussain, tried to stop the attack, he was set upon 
by two friends of the assailant who knocked him 
to the ground and jumped on his face. (Newham 
Recorder 17.2.83.) 


Leicester 


Three youths who terrorised an Asian family 
after breaking down their front door and 
smashing up their furniture appeared at Leicester 
Crown Court. The men were neighbours of the 
Khalik family and trouble began some time ago 
with arguments about the youths playing 
football and breaking a window. On the evening 
of the incident one of the youths upset one of the 
Khalik children and the father squared up to the 
younger man. Later the front door of the 
Khalik’s house was smashed and the youths burst 
in, and kicked Mr Khalik so badly he suffered 
peritonitis, then kicked Mrs Khalik in the chest 
and pulled her hair. (Leicester Mercury 16.2.83.) 


14 year old boy stabbed 


Police believe a 14 year old boy who needed 28 
stitches in his neck was the victim of an anti- 
Jewish attack. The teenager was walking home 
late in the evening from a synagogue in Edgware 
with two younger boys when they were followed 
by three older boys. They stopped the boys and 
one produced a four-inch knife and gashed the 
14 year old’s neck. (Edgware & Mill Hill Times 
17.2.83.) 


ARSON 


Indian Restaurant 


In Birmingham, police and fire brigade experts 
are investigating a fire at an Indian restaurant. 
They believe the fire was started deliberately. 

The fire caused extensive damage to furniture 
and fittings at the Rehan Tandoori restaurant, 
Stratford Road, Sparkhill. 

Station Officer Mr Maurice Worsell, from 
Highgate fire station, said: 

“‘We are treating the incident as arson because 
there was a strong smell of paraffin throughout 
the building’. Evening Mail 10.3.1983.) 


Arson at Sikh shop 


Police and fire experts have been called in after a 
fire and explosion at a Sikh owned grocery shop 
in Birmingham. 

Glass fragments were hurled over the 
pavements as a blast ripped open the front of the 
shop on the Stratford Road, Hall Green. 
Detectives believe that petrol was poured inside 
and then a torch thrust through the letterbox. 
Firemen also found a separate fire behind a door 
at the back of the premises. 

Fortunately no one was in the building when 
the blaze occurred, and firemen were able to save 
the building and most of the stock. (Evening 
Mail 3.3.83.) 


Jarrow 


A gang of youths made a number of racial 
attacks in a planned campaign to make life a 
misery for Asian families in the area. Mr Talis 
Khudair Hamadi had eggs thrown at his house 
windows and the tyres of his car let down one 
evening in November last year. When Mr 
Hamadi went to investigate these attacks, he 
found a piece of burning wood had been thrown 
against his front door. Luckily, very little 
damage was caused and the youths were later 
arrested. (Shields Gazette & Shipping Telegraph 
15.2.83.) 


Explosion 


The headquarters of the Croydon Black People’s 
Action Group was extensively damaged on 
February 8 after an explosion in the basement of 
the building blew out window frames and spread 
a fire to the upper floors. The police say the 
explosion was caused by combustible materials 
and was not a bomb. It came late in the evening 
when the building was empty. Nobody was hurt. 

This was the second attack in the space of a 
month on black targets in Wellesley Road, 
Croydon. The Black People’s Action group 
Headquarters are in a delapidated terrace of 
offices and dwellings which also houses the local 
CRE office, a black education project and a 
muslim centre. In January an arson attempt on 
the CRE office was botched because the fuse 
leading to a kerosene soaked floor failed to 
work. 

Police say there is no evidence of a racist 
motive in the latest attack. However Black 
Action group leaders say the KKK symbol of the 
Klu Kiux Klan was marked on a door in the 
building shortly before the explosion. 

Threats against leaders of the Croydon Black 
People’s Action Group increased five-fold in the 
two weeks followiong the first London-wide 
distribution in January of Black Action 
magazine The Sniper. The Sniper, under the 
heading of ‘Self Defence is No Offence’, is 
campaigning for blacks to set up vigilante groups 
to police their own areas. One leader of the 
group put the attack down to right wing groups 
incensed by the increasing organisation and 
militancy of blacks in Croydon. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ EX-NF MAN DESECRATED WAR 
GRAVES 

Former NF man Peter Reid Smith (42), has 
admitted desecrating the graves of Falklands 
heroes. 

Smith removed 17 crosses and one Star of 
David from Aldershot cemetery and took 
them to his council flat wrapped in brown 
paper. He said that he treated them with great 
respect. Smith was jailed for 28 days for the 
offence. 

Smith, of Castle Vale, near Birmingham, 
said he took the crosses as a protest against a 
prison sentence he'd served. In 1977 he was 
jailed for five years after being found in 
possession of a petrol bomb, a knife, and an 
imitation firearm. He claimed he was the 
victim of a conspiracy by the police, the 
media, and the court. 

Smith joined the National Front in 1974, 
but left after three months when they refused 
to support his candidacy for Ealing North in 
the October 1974 General Election. (Evening 
Mail 16.2.83.) 


@ FOOTBALL FASCISTS 


National Front members have been banned 
from campaigning outside Rotherham United 
Football Club. Police moved the fascists on 
after complaints from the club that they were 
selling National Front News and Bulldog 
without permission. The club’s chief 
executive said, ‘‘we don’t want to be 
associated with any extreme political 
organisation of any type. Football is nothing 
to do with politics or extremism’’. (South 
Yorkshire Advertiser 4.2.83; West Indian 
World 11.2.83.) 

Meanwhile in Northern Ireland there have 
been serious incidents between supporters of 
Coleraine club and Clifton Reds, the 
Cliftonville supporters club. A Clifton Reds 
spokesperson said that his members had been 
the victims of unprovoked attacks by 
Coleraine supporters, and referred to the fact 
that the NF youth paper Bu//dog had in the 
past claimed Coleraine as a club with many 
NF members in its following. (Belfast Sunday 
News 20.2.83.) 


@ YOUNG TORIES’ ENQUIRY 
CONTINUES 


Last year the Young Conservative National 
Advisory Committee set up a committee of 
enquiry to look into allegations of extremist 
infiltration into the Young Conservatives. | 
Particular areas, such as Uxbridge, have 
already received attention in the press (see 
Searchlight 88), though the committee have 
not yet concluded their investigations. 

The results of the survey so far are as 
follows: that the problem at present appears 
to affect a very small number of YC 
branches, that the problem is not confined to 
Greater London, and that if anything there is 
a bigger problem affecting the party as a 
whole. There is no _ firm evidence of 
infiltration into the vast majority of 
Conservative Associations. 

The committee, which is taking evidence 
from anyone who has anything to offer, 
whether a member of the Tory Party or not, 
is drawn from a broad cross section from left 
to right within the Young Conservatives. It 
also represents the country geographically, 
with members from the West Midlands, the 
North East, the South West and South East. 


15 . 


Cart : AMPAIGN AGAINST 
Nee EAC SM & FASC ISM 


iow ot crime. All 


might be relevant to — 


In ‘addition, however, occonl ng 
-_ Computing, the Home Office has | 
_ a decision to computerise the Home _ 
Office Suspect Index (SI). This is a list _ oe provides fi 
Retrieval”, . that i is “* 


_ whom Immigration Officers are required _ 


of people, according to instructions to 
immigration officers, “‘in respect of 


to take certain action’’. It includes 
names supplied by the Home Office, the 


police Special Branch, MIS, Interpol, _ 


CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London’s anti- 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1579 has had a 
monthly section in eee ehh in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 
discussed. 


Customs and Excise and the Foreign — tg 


"At present, the SI has to be compiled "The 


W os be handled © manually. 


-_ amended manually. It has about 
. 18,000 names, the maximum which can 


IMMIGRATION CONTROL: 
Minister sidesteps Lord’s decision 


THE Law Lords have performed a 
remarkable about-turn in their 
approach to immigration cases. Yet the 
new Minister responsible at the Home 
Office, Mr David Waddington, refused 
to accept that anything has changed. 
The decision at the centre of the 
controversy is the Khera judgment 
given by the Law Lords in February 
(Times Law Report, 14 February). 

In its judgment the House of Lords allowed an 
appeal by Khera, an Indian national, against his 
detention as an illegal entrant pending removal 
from the United Kingdom, and granted him an 
application for a judicial review of his case. One 
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of the main grounds for the Lords’ decision was 
that the Home Office had failed to prove that 
Khera was an illegal entrant. The Immigration 
Officer had merely asserted that Khera had 
entered by deception, because he had failed to 
disclose the fact that’ he had married. If he had 
produced this information, he would not have 
been eligible for entry or his father’s dependant; 
however there was no evidence that he had ever 
been asked for the relevant information. 

Under the Immigration Act as previously 
interpreted by the courts, failure to disclose 
relevant information, whether or not it was 
requested, amounted to entry by deception. A 
person who entered by deception was defined as 
an illegal entrant, subject to removal by 


administrative order. According to the Zamir 
judgment (1980), an immigrant owes ‘’a positive 
duty of candour” to disclose all the relevant 
information. If he fails to read the mind of the 
immigration officer and supply the answer to 
questions which were never asked, he may still 
be arrested years later and removed as an illegal 
entrant, on the order of an immigration officer on 
the grounds that he should not have been 
allowed entry in the first place. Thus the 
immigrant is penalised .by the mistakes and 
inefficiency of the immigration service. This was 
justified by Lord Wilberforce in the Zamir 
judgment, as follows: 

“In my opinion an alien seeking entry to the 
United Kingdom owes a positive duty of candour 


on all material facts, including those which 
denote a change of circumstances since the 
issue of the entry clearance. He is seeking a 
privilege; he alone is, as in most such matters, 
aware of the facts: the decision to allow him to 
enter, and he knows this, is based upon a broad 
appreciation by immigration officers of a 
complex of considerations, and this application 
can only be made fairly and humanely if, on his 
side, the entrant acts with openness and 
frankness. It is insufficient in my opinion to set as 
the standard of disclosure, that which applies in 
the law of contracts; the relation of an intending 
entrant and the authorities is quite different in 
nature from that of persons negotiating in 
business. The former required a higher and more 
exacting standard”. 

The underlying tone — that the courts should 
do their best to assist the Home Office in the 
difficult business of immigration control — runs 
through many of the crucial court decisions on 
the interpretation of the Immigration Act. The 


effect was to increase the power of the Home 
Office and Immigration Service, beyond that 
intended by Parliament; to limit the role of the 
courts in looking at the facts of individual cases 
and thus effectively to define immigrants as 
second class citizens who could not expect the 
protection from the courts which would be 
normal under English law. 

As Lord Bridges said of the “positive duty of 
candour”’: 

“Tt will be seen at once that this principle (the 
positive duty of candour) gives to an executive 
officer, subject, no doubt, in reaching his 
conclusions of fact to a duty to act fairly, a 
draconian power of arrest and expulsion”. 


Too far 


It is clear from the Khera judgment that the Lords 
now feel that the courts have gone too far in 
their discriminatory powers against immigrants. 
To redress the balance, the Khera decision shifts 


E. LONDON CAMPAIGNS 


AGAINST POLICE RACISM 


IN THE wake of the death of Colin 


Roach in Stoke Newington police 
station, the campaign for an 
independent enquiry into police 
activity in the area has gained new 
momentum: councillors and individuals 
who have long been documenting 
evidence of police racism are at last 
being taken more seriously by some 
sections of the press’ and 
establishment: even Home Secretary 
William Whitelaw and police chief 
Kenneth Newman have admitted there 
is a problem and that something should 
be done. 

This last was revealed by Tower Hamlets 
Labour MP lan Mikardo at a press 
conference in February called by three East 
End boroughs to publicise Hackney 
council's debate over whether to withhold 
the Metropolitan Police precept. Mikardo 
made it clear that it was not overtly racist 
individual police officers who were the 
problem but that throughout the force as a 
whole there was very little commitment to 
protecting the interests of the black 
community. He was backed in this by 
Unmesh Desai of the Newham Police 
Monitoring Project, Newham North East 
MP Ron Leighton and Denis Twomey, 
Tower Hamlets councillor. 

Hackney council has now voted to 
withhold the £4 million police precept on the 
grounds that if the Metropolitan Police 
cannot protect the people of the borough 
then the people of the borough have no 
obligation to pay them money. They are not, 
after all, elected, and until there is some 
independent body assessing their activities, 
the councillors argue, this is the most they 
can do. The council's lawyers are currently 
looking for ways in which the vote can be 
implemented legally. 

Meanwhile Denis Twomey put an 
amendment to the rate proposal in Tower 
Hamlets, along the lines of Hackney’s 
proposals. The Mayor rejected his 
amendment as unsuitable for debate with 
the result that the left of the Labour Party 
(and the Liberals) voted against the entire 
rates proposal. Thus, briefly, Tower 
Hamlets can pay no money to anyone. . . to 
the police, the water board, or anyone 
else... 


If other councils follow the lead of 


Hackney (and Waltham Forest, Tower 
Hamlets and Newham are all considering 
the notion), it would prove a powerful lobby 
and, in theory could dock as much as £12 
million off the Met’s budget. 

Another faint cause for optimism is that 
four youths have been charged with arson 
at Chingford Waltham Forest magistrates 
court and remanded to go to county court in 
four months time. The attacks involved an 
incident last September when a Tandoori 
restaurant was destroyed by fire and, more 
recently, the gutting of a sweetshop on 19 
February. The shop’s owner, Mohammed 
Khan, and his friend Amatullah Khandia had 
to jump 15 feet from a rear window onto 
concrete as fire swept through the shop. 
Both attacks appear to have been caused by 
petrol, and are just the latest in a series of 
fires which have spread alarm throughout 
the Asian community, and in which at least 
three people have died. 

Jim Killbery, secretary of the Waitham 
Forest Police Monitoring Project, told 
Searchlight that he welcomed the arrest of 
the four youths “with cautious optimism” 
and said that up until last September, police 
in the area had never considered the 
possibility of a racial motive in the arson 
attacks. But that the report on the latest 
incidents said that racial motives could not 
be ruled out. This he believes, shows the 
police may be becoming a ‘“‘little more 
sensitive’’ and gave him ground for 
“cautious optimism”. 


COUNCILLOR ARRESTED 


On Saturday 12 March, 300 people took part in 
another demonstration organised by the Colin 
Roach Committee. Twenty-five were arrested 
and six were charged with various offences, 
including assault and obstruction. Councillor 
Dennis Twomey and James Roach, Colin’s 
father had to spend three hours in hospital due to 
injuries sustained during their arrest. 

The police stormed the van they were driving 
at the head of the procession, shattering the 
windscreen, and in the ensuing arrest Dennis 
Twomey was cut, bruised and had his shoulder 
wrenched. When the six were charged, the 
police requested granting of bail only on the 
condition they attend no further demonstrations 
or pickets in Hackney. Of the three who refused, 
only Dennis Twomey was refused bail, but in an 
application to the High Court, this decision was 
quashed and he wsas granted unconditional bail. 


che onus of proof on to the Home Office. The 
“nositive duty of candour” is abolished and in 
future the Home Office will have to prove that a 
person /s an illegal entrant on the balance of 
probabilities. 

David Waddington, however, Timothy 
Raison’s successor at the Home Office, has a 
very different view of the decision. He said, ‘’‘We 
feel that in practice the judgement has not made 
any difference. Immigration officers gathered 
high standards of evidence and their decision 
would stand examination by the court’. (Letter 
to the Joint Council for the Welfare of 
Immigrants, quoted in the Guardian 26.2.83.) 

This statement by Waddington indicates that 
the government favours a powerful and 
autonomous immigration service, has no interest 
in giving individual immigrants a fair hearing and 
supports an independent judiciary only when it is 
of use. (People who think that they or friends or 
relatives abroad may be affected by the Khera 
decision should seek advice.) 


From CARF’s USA 
Correspondent: 


BLACK INFANT MORTALITY 
RATE CLIMBS 


After decades of decline, the US infant 
mortality rate has begun to climb 
according to a CBS News report. Cuts on 
social programmes during the current 
recession, they argue, have so taxed the 
poor that they are increasingly unable to 
provide adequate diets for pregnant 
women and infants;. that, in turn, 
significantly increases the likelihood of 
infant death, or survival with the cost of 
mental retardation caused by 
malnutrition. Because American blacks 
suffer the highest unemployment rates 
and therefore are proportionately more 
dependent on social spending, they are 
proportionately more often the victims 
of such things as increasing infant 
mortality. In Detroit, one of the nation’s 
most depressed areas, with a large black 
population previously employed in the 
car and related industries, the infant 
mortality rate now equals that of 
Honduras. Honduras boasts the highest 
rate in the hemisphere, and one of the 
most impoverished populations. 


‘CUSTER’S REVENGE’ GAME 
WITHDRAWN 


Video games are becoming quite 
common in American homes, despite a 


cost of $100 or more. While some 
question their impact on children, they 
have generally been received as 
harmless if expensive toys. However, in 
the autumn of 1982, a new game 
marketed for the ‘adult player’ called 
‘Custer’s Revenge’ appeared. The object: 
if the white male figure ‘killed’ enough 
male Indian figures, he could 
successfully reach a female Indian tied 
to a stake and rape her. The game, first 
marketed in the Los Angeles area, 
provoked protests from a number of 
anti-racist and anti-sexist groups, 
including appeals to the city’s Board of 
Supervisers to ban the game. As a 
consequence of the protests and efforts 
at an economic boycott, the 
manufacturer agreed to discontinue 
production. Significantly, that action 
came following the Christmas marketing 
season and did not include recalling any 
of the 200,000 games already in the 
shops. 
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RACISM AND CHILDREN 


IN CARE: PART 2 


Last month CARF looked at 
ways in which racism affected 
the admission of black children 
into care. Now, in the second 
article in this series, the 
treatment of black children in 
care is examined. 


Children in care can be sent to a local 
authority or private childrens’ home, or to 
a family for fostering or for adoption. The 
two solutions — institutional or family care 
— raise very different problems for the 
children; the only thing they have in 
common is that the children are away from 
their own neighbourhood, family, friends 
and school (in some cases hundreds of miles 
away; North Kensington’s infants are 
placed in Devon, Norfolk and Gloucester). 
Black children, in the vast majority of cases 
will have white people caring for them. 


Adoption and long-term 
fostering: the ‘laundering’ of 
black children 


‘*Laundering’’, in social work parlance, 
means placing a child with long-term foster 
parents or finding adoptive parents. To 
launder something is to cleanse it 
thoroughly: in relation to money it means 
removing from it all trace of its origins. In 
relation to children it means the same thing. 
This is still acepted and approved practice 
in the majority of social service 
departments. 

In the ’60s the supply of healthy white 
babies for adoption began to dry up. Black 
children, traditionally ‘‘hard to place’ 
along with physically or mentally 
handicapped white children, began to be 
adopted — and the problems of trans-racial 
adoption began. (No one knows of a case 
where black parents have adopted a white 
child.) Studies into these early trans-racial 
adoptions show that the children’s relations 
with other black people have been radically 
affected. Most are happy; most love their 
adoptive parents — but in the latest study! 
only a third had any black friends; nearly 
two-thirds did not want to spend any time 
with black people when they were older, 
and less than a quarter wanted to live in the 
way that (they perceive) people from their 
own racial group did. A CRE report in 
19752 recorded severe anti-black hostility in 
some of the black fostered children, and 
disturbance in others who could not bear to 
see black people on TV. Some tried to 
‘wash themselves white’. 

Until recently it was assumed desirable 
for black children to have the ‘advantage’ 
of being brought up white. The assumption 
has been challenged by black people — in 
the US since the late ’60s and here more 
recently. No attempt has been made, 
however, to address the political criticisms 
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of white adoption of black children — that 
blacks are servicing whites by providing 
them with children; that the community’s 
most valuable resource, its children, is 
being taken away, and that the equation of 
‘desirable’ with ‘white’ is racist and 
degrading. 

Instead, progressive social workers are 
being persuaded to think twice before 
placing a black child with white adopters 
for the more liberal reason that every child 
has a right to its own culture. This can be 
qualified, as in the case of this senior social 
worker: ‘‘Of course it’s desirable to place 
black children with black foster-parents — 
but not always: for instance an 
intellectually bright black child’. The 
breathtaking racism underlying statements 
such as these goes unnoticed in most social 
services departments: it is the norm. 

The inevitable reply to critics of trans- 
racial adoption is to shift the ‘blame’ on to 
the black community itself, for failing to 
come forward in sufficient numbers to take 
care of its own children. The facts of 
extended family and grand-parental care of 
children in both the West Indian and Asian 
communities should have given the lie to 
this myth but did not. However, successful 
‘campaigns’ to recruit black foster — and 
adoptive parents, like the Soul Kids 
Campaign of 1972 in London, and later 
projects in Lambeth and elsewhere — have 
shown up the rigid and formal bureaucratic 
procedures preceding adoption, and the 
class assumptions which lead to adoption 
ads being placed nowhere but the Guardian 
and New Society, to be responsible for the 
apparent lack of willingness of black people 
to come forward. 


Children in institutions 


But it is the children in local authority or 
private children’s homes who get the worst 
deal. And it’s here that the majority of 
black children in care will remain. Most 
white adopters don’t want a black child. 
When they are over infancy the chances of 
being offered a family to grow up in — 
black or white — are slim for all children, 
and more so for black children. Many black 
adolescents have spent years in children’s 
homes; some all their childhood. 

Very little study has been made of the 
conditions in these homes. Occasionally a 
children’s home hits the national press — 
usually with sensational headlines of glue- 
sniffing, drug-taking or sex. These reports 
usually concentrate on the ‘criminality’ of 
the inmates and the authorities’ inability to 
control them. Evidence from black people 
who have themselves been in these homes in 
childhood suggests that control is indeed 
the dominant theme in them. 

G, a black social worker, told us of one 
London children’s home whose warden 
informs the local police when he receives 


potentially ‘difficult? new arrivals, and 
regularly ‘suspends’ teenagers for two or 
three days (i.e. throws them out on the 
street) for misbehaviour. M, an ex-inmate 
of another home, described the principal’s 
normal method of meting out punishment 
— head-butting the child. Allegations of 
racial abuse and casual brutality are 
common. Recently, a young black woman, 
Denise Simpson, has described her 
experiences in such a home to the House of 
Commons Select Committee on the Social 
Services. They included being dosed with 
largactyl, a drug used in the treatment of 
major mental disorder. She is not the first 
to make such an allegation (see this month’s 
‘Area Round-up’). Yet ‘to protect the staff’ 
there are no independent complaints 
procedures available to the children (or 
their parents). 

Staff turnover in such homes is high; the 
worse they are, the higher the turnover. 
And the staff reflect the expectations of 
blacks and whites in their racial 
composition; professional staff nearly all 
white, domestic and manual staff (in large 
towns at least) nearly all black. 

Private homes contract with local 
authorities on a commercial basis to receive 
children and are run as businesses. Some of 
the more ‘desirable’ of these do not take 
black children. Barlavington Manor in 
Sussex instructed local authorities not to 
send black children because ‘‘the local 
people would react badly to them’’. The 
CRE mounted an investigation and in 1978 
issued a non-discrimination notice. 
Presumably black children are now sent 
there, to be looked after by the very same 
people. 

Children who run away from care tend to 
end up in remand centres such as Stamford 
House in London, or in locked units from 
which they cannot escape. And a worrying 
proportion of such children are black. 

When courts make care orders they do so 
on the assumption that the child will receive 
all the love, security and satisfaction of 
physical and emotional needs that the 
parents are apparently unable to provide. 
Yet young black people who have survived 
being in institutional care describe their 
experience as like being in a dustbin. 

Some of these people are now forming 
and joining groups such as the National 
Association of Young People in Care 
(NAYPIC)* which has branches in 
Bradford, Coventry, Leeds and London 
and is providing a voice for people in care. 
Some black social workers are putting 
pressure on their boroughs to organise 
courses on the special needs of black 
children. Black groups in the community 
are setting up visiting schemes to break 
down the isolation of black children living 
in an all-white environment. Some are 
trying to address the racist and class 
assumptions underlying the treatment of 
children in care. 


*NAYPIC, 20 Compton Terrace, London N1. 
Tel: 01-359 9392. 9 Southbrook Terrace, 
Bradford BD7 1AD. Tel: 0274-393938/722772r 


1. Adoption and Race, by Owen Gill and 
Barbara Jackson, London, 1983. 

2. Fostering black children, London, CRC, 
1975. 
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FRANCE 


PEOPLE 
WITHOUT PAPERS 


Searchlight reported in June 1982 on 
the situation of immigrants under the 
Socialist Government in France. 
Despite progress in fulfilling some 
election promises, serious problems 
were beginning to emerge, particularly 
with the procedure of ‘regularising’ the 
clandestine immigrants known as 
‘sanspapiers’ (people without papers). 

The consequences of the _hastily- 
conceived and executed process of 
‘regularisation’ continue to be felt. Of the 
estimated 300,000 clandestine workers in 
France, only 140,000 applied for papers. 
According to MRAP! 20,000 have been 
rejected (Différénces December 1982). 
These people feel betrayed by a government 
they trusted, and their situation is now 
critical. 

For some the application for papers 
meant instant dismissal from work. Others 
fell victim to arbitrary acts of racism on the 
part of local authorities, as in Seine-Saint- 
Denis and the Rhone area, where rejections 
ran as high as 45 per cent compared to the 
national average of 11 per cent. 
Immigrants’ groups recorded rejections on 
the grounds of a missed appointment (easily 
done if mail is intercepted by the landlord 
or if one does not have a permanent 
address), if they came at the ‘wrong time of 
day’, filled in a form wrongly, or ran into 
difficulties (like umemployment) after the 
application had been made. 

For those who did not apply for 
regularisation, the position is now totally 
insecure, leading to constant fear of being 
picked up in police identity checks, and 
leaving them open to exploitation by 
employers and landlords. 

Despite the fact that the law governing 
deportation was changed in October 1981 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


e@ Co-operation and Employment for 
Immigrants in the Paris Rag-Trade 


Over 200 low-paid casual Pakistani workers 
have extricated themselves from clandestine 
employment by organising a co-operative. 
They work in the Sentier district of Paris in 
the rag-trade, unloading vans, distributing 
prospectuses and running errands. The new 
Co-op ‘Co-operation and Employment’ set 
up with help from CFDT (Confederation 
Francais Democratique de Travail, the 
second largest trade union federation) will 
organise French language and literacy 
classes, provide regular employment 
(ending the ‘touting’ system) and work on a 
system of equal pay for all. (Liberation 
25.2.83.) 


@ Police shoot 17 year old Tunisian for 
ignoring traffic light 


On the evening of 14 February three police 
shot and seriously injured Nacer Mraidi 
who had just ignored a red traffic light on 


deportation will be the lot of many 
immigrants caught up in the procedures. It 
is almost impossible to give figures for the 
numbers being deported, unless they 
contacted organisations. A group of 80 
were deported from the Marseille area 
(where Deferre is Mayor) either because 
they didn’t have correct papers or had been 
picked up by the police for some minor law 
infringement (Le Provencal 22.6.82). 

Many families have been badly affected 
by the restrictive measures. Since women 
have borne the brunt, they are at the 
forefront of campaigns against the 
deportations, creating their own 
organisations like the Support Group for 
Women without Papers. One hears 
familiar, but still outrageous, stories of 
marriages being subject to inquisition, 
people already married being forced to go 
through a French civil ceremony, and the 
right of families to be reunited depending 
on the authorities decision on adequacy of 
accommodation. There are many cases of 
women becoming illegal immigrants if their 
marriage breaks up, and often being forced 
to turn to prostitution to survive. A new 
law in May 1982 only allows visits from an 
immigrant’s family if the local Mayor 
agrees that the immigrant can look after 
them properly. In Paris, where the Town 
Hall is controlled by the right-wing Jacques 
Chirac (a fan of Ronald Reagan), 
immigrants have been forced to sign away 
their families’ welfare rights under French 
law in order for the visit to take place (this 
is quite irregular). 

There are few signs of improvement. In 
late 1982 the Government was under 
pressure to pass draconian security laws and 
to limit the granting of visas because of the 
increase in ‘terrorist’ attacks. Leading 
members of the Government, like Deferre 
(Minister of the Interior) have frequently 
equated immigrants with ‘delinquents’. 


1. MRAP: The Movement for Friendship 
between Peoples. Différénces is their very 
readable monthly magazine, Droit et liberte a 
more specialised campaigning monthly. 


his way home on his mobylette, in 
Chatenay-Malabry. Local French people 
and immigrants organised a _ large 
demonstration (4,000) to demand action 
against police brutality. Rock Against 
Police (inspired by the British Rock Against 
Racism) have laid some basis for joint 
Immigrant/French action against racist 
attacks. In recent cases suspended sentences 
were handed out in Nanterre and Vitry 
when a policeman and a guard shot North 
African youths. (Liberation 15.2; 21.2; 
28.2.83.) 


@ Minister links sexism with racism 


On 9 March, one day after International 
Women’s Day, Yvette Roudy, Minister of 
Women’s Rights, announced a new anti- 
sexist bill aimed at advertising agencies. A 
fine of up to £300 might be imposed, under 
the new bill, for advertisements seen to 
affront women’s dignity or to encourage 
sexual violence. The Minister is arguing that 
sexism should be dealt with in a similar way 
to racism. France has had a race relations 
law since 1972, which amongst other things, 
forbids racism in advertising. 


2 
BRITISH 


LEYLAND 


TWENTY EIGHT black workers at 
British Leyland’s Cowley plant are to 
be paid compensation after 
successfully challenging a security staff 
instruction that all black workers 
should be stopped and questioned. An 
industrial tribunal ruled in February 
that the instruction had _ been 
discriminatory and against the Race 
Relations Act 1976. 

British Leyland’s security chief, Ray 
Coxon, issued the instruction in August 
1981 after a black worker had been arrested 
for theft from the factory (he was later 
acquitted). After pressure from _ black 
workers at the plant, the order was 
withdrawn and Coxon was_ severely 
reprimanded. The black workers, however, 
lost wages for time taken off to hold 
meetings to discuss the issue and, when they 
applied to an industrial tribunal for 
compensation, BL and Coxon opposed 
their application. The tribunal ruled in 
April, however, that their case could 
proceed but BL appealed and it was only in 
October 1982 that the Employment Appeal 
Tribunal ruled that the case could proceed. 
Coxon in the meantime had been dismissed 
for absenteeism. 

The case was finally heard in December 
and black workers spoke of the ‘Gestapo- 
like’ behaviour of security staff after the 
instruction had been issued. Judgement was 
reserved and only issued in February 1983. 
In all, the legal process had taken 18 
months. While the amount of 
compensation was to be negotiated, the 
maximum award so far for injury to 
feelings is £750, and most awards have been 
no more than £300. 


Se 
IMMIGRATION 
CAMPAIGNS 


Anti-deportation victory in Sheffield 


A Bengali social worker has won his fight to be 
allowed to stay in Britain. 

Mr Ranjit Kunar Chakravorty (28), has been 

told he can stay for a further 12 months, 
dependent on him taking up a job as a social 
worker for a Bengladeshi welfare project in 
Sheffield. 
Mr Chakravorty had earlier lost an immigration 
appeal when Home Secretary, Mr Whitelaw, said 
that Mr Chakravorty had no special 
qualifications for the job concerned, apart from 
being able to speak both Bengali and English. 

Mass demonstrations and lobbying by local 
Labour MPs Joan Meynard and Martin Flannery 
helped to change Whitelaw’s mind. (Guardian 
28.2.83.) 


Mohammed Idrish campaign 


On January 21, Mohammed Idrish, a Bengali 
social worker in Birmingham, was refused leave 
to appeal to the Home Office against the 
deportation order they had served on him under 
the 1971 Nationality Act (see last month’s 
Searchlight). 

He is now taking his appeal to the High Court, 
and if this fails will go to the Law Lords to fight 
for his right to stay there. 
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Cart AMPAIGGN AC AINSI 
RACISM & FASC ISM 
area round-up 


A monthly non-evaluative account 
of racist activity drawn from the 
IRR’s press cuttings of national and 
local newspapers. 


POLICE 


Lay visitors to police stations 


The Metropolitan Police have helped to draw up 
a scheme to allow lay visitors to enter police 
stations without notice and report on the way 
suspects are treated there. The scheme would 
cover the south London borough of Lambeth, 
which includes Brixton, and involves between 12 
and 20 lay visitors suggested by the community- 
police consultative group and appointed after 
vetting by the Home Secretary. They would visit 
any of the five local stations unannounced, check 
the cells and charge rooms, and talk privately 
with suspects. They would only be allowed to 
observe interviews with suspects, however, if the 
police agree. They would report to the local 
police commander, the consultative group and 
the Home Secretary. (Guardian 28.2.83.) 


New man for Front Line 


Commander Alex Marnoc, a 43 year old Scot, 
presented his new strategy for policing ‘L’ 
district to the community-police consultative 
group in Lambeth, the prototype Scarman-style 
talking shop which was set up a year ago. New 
initiatives include setting up a Community 
Involvement Unit with a sportsminded team 
spending all their time in youth clubs working 
with other professionals to spot ‘‘potential 
trouble-makers’’ and prevent their slipping into 
crime. He is against publishing race-coded crime 
statistics. ‘‘Crime is crime, committed by black 
or white and statistics of that nature are open to 
abuse by all sides’’, he said. He is also 
determined to act against racist behaviour by 
police. ‘‘So often a good arrest is clouded and 
ruined by stupid and naive remarks. I’m not 
going to put my head in the clouds and pretend it 
doesn’t happen. But no matter what the offence, 
you’re dealing with human beings’’. (Guardian 
15.2.83.) 


Asian man handcuffed ‘on suspicion’ 


An Asian man required hospital treatment after 
being handcuffed by police for five hours. 

33 year old Lal Zar Kahn, of Alum Rock, was 
detained on suspicion of having drugs but when 
the substance found on him was analysed, it was 
found to be snuff. By then, the police had lost 
the key to the handcuffs, and Mr Khan had to be 
cut free by firemen. He was then taken to 
hospital for treatment to swollen wrists. 

Mr Khan has been offered £300 by West 
Midlands County Council, but is intending to sue 
for assault, wrongful arrest, and wrongful 
imprisonment. 

In recent weeks West Midlands police have 
raided the homes of innocent people three times. 
(Evening Mail 19.2.83 & 4.3.83.) 


Whitelaw sets tests 


Home Secretary William Whitelaw warned that 
he would be reluctant to agree to community 
groups which would liaise with police being set 
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up in London unless they met with four 
requirements. These were: that MPs for 
constituencies in the Metropolitan Police district 
should be members of the community groups as 
of right; the police should also members; no 
consultative arrangement should be so 
dominated in form or representation by any one 
body that it failed to reflect the quality of 
membership essential for sensible consultation; 
and they should reflect as wide a range of 
community interests as possible. (Guardian 
1.3.83.) 


More police for Dalston 


Police in Stoke Newington, north London are 
drafting in 12 extra constables to the Dalston 
area as a deterrent to ‘‘muggers, dippers and 
house-breakers’’. Alan Young, head of the 
division, said: ‘‘Our aim is to forge closer links 
with the community’’. By operating this scheme 
we hope to increase co-operation and confidence 
in the police and, through this, increase the level 
of security and feeling of safety for the residents 
and traders, not forgetting the many visitors 
from outside the area who use the market’’. 
(Hackney Gazette 18.2.83.) 


EDUCATION 


Lecturers may be withdrawn 


Brent Council are considering withdrawing all 
civilian lecturers at Hendon Police College. This 
follows the permanent exclusion from the college 
of lecturer John Fernandes who leaked racist 
essays by police cadets to a _ television 
programme. Brent’s director of law and 
administration has also been instructed to 
investigate the possibility of taking out an 
injunction against the Metrpolitan Police over 
Mr Fernandes’ exclusion. (Edgware & Mill Hill 
Times 17.2.83.) 


CRC to investigate racial violence in school 


CRC officials in Dagenham have been talking to 
staff and pupils at Mayfield Comprehensive after 
an incident in which 200 pupils fought in the 
street. Witnesses said that knives and pieces of 
wood were involved and at least two pupils were 
hurt. Headmaster Derek Jones denied that any 


racial attacks had taken place on school — 


premises, yet an unsigned letter to a local 
newspaper by pupils at the school claims that 
racial incidents there are being played down. 
(Barking & Dagenham Post 16.2.83.) 


DETENTION 


Girl in care ‘forcibly injected with drugs’ 


A black girl who spent 13 of her 18 years in care 
became addicted to drugs after being forcibly 
injected by child care authorities trying to 
control her. At the age of 13 Denise Simpson was 
placed in an assessment_centre and was injected 
with valium and largactyl after attempts to run 
away. There followed a series of different 
assessment centres during the course of which 
she became addicted to sedative drugs and on the 
last occasion she received them, she fainted and 
had to be rushed to hospital to have her stomach 
pumped. On breaking into a records office to 
find her medical report, she discovered the 
authorities at one stage were thinking of placing 
her in Moss Side — a top security mental 
institution. But she also discovered a 
psychologist’s report which said that her reaction 
to being locked up and given drugs was ‘‘only 
that of anybody else in a similar situation’’. The 
report ended, ‘‘It would be just as reasonable to 
conclude that since she has spent virtually all her 
life in care that Denise’s predicament is the result 
of the failure of the caring and educational 
services ... being unable to define what the 
problem is’’. Denise is now living in Portsmouth 
but is on the dole having had to stop a social 
worker’s course she was taking at a college 
because the local authorities refused to give her a 
grant. (The Voice 5.3.83.) 


Rastafarians forced to have haircuts 


Two young Rasta men have had their locks cut in 
a Midland detention centre. This was in spite of 
an existing prison department guideline that 
Rastas should not have to have haircuts against 
their will. 

One of the boys was sent to Eastwood Park 
Detention Centre near Gloucester on 28 January. 
His hair was cut the next day. 

An official at the Home Office claimed that 
the dreadlocks were removed on the advice of the 
medical officer for reasons of hygiene, but the 
boy had showered and washed his hair the day 
before admission. 

A representative of the family concerned said 
that the boy was very worried about having his 
hair cut. 

‘*It was the thing he was most worried about 
— that they might cut his hair’’, he said. 

The other boy was also very anxious about 
having his hair cut at Eastwood Park, before he 
was sent there two weeks earlier. His hair was 
also cut the day after he was admitted. 
(Birmingham Post 14.2.83.) 
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